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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEWS 

A  radio  talk  by  W.    L.   Kadderly,   "broadcast    in  the  Department   of  Agriculture's 
portion  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Eour,   Monday,   December  22,    1941,   by  stations 
associated  with  the  Blue  Net  Work  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

— ooOoo — 

The  major  items  of  news  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  today  deal  with 
the  production  of  the  food  products  that  will  be  required  to  win  the  war. 

The  Department  announced  this  morning  goals  for  the  production  of  eva-oo  rated 
milk,  dry  skim  milk,  and  cheese,  the  three  dairy  products  included  in  Lend-Leare 
shipments  to  Britain.  You  will  recall  that  the  total  milk  production  goal  for  1942 
is  125  billion  pounds,  which  is  8  billion  pounds  more  than  the  total  production  of 
1941.  In  order  to  meet  the  needs,  much  of  this  milk  must  be  processed.  The  pro- 
duction of  evaporated  milk  in  1942  needs  to  be  increased  by  20  per  cent,  dry  skim 
milk  should  be  increased  by  46  per  cent,  and  cheese  by  33  per  cent  over  1941 
pr^u.u.ction. 

This  will  require  an  increase  in  the  facilities  for  turning  out  these  pro- 
ducts, and  the  Department  has  a  plan  for  enabling  certain  farmers  cooperatives,  in 
the  dairy  regions  where  an  ample  milk  supply  is  available,  to  set  up  the  necessary 
plants  or  to  increase  the  capacity  of  olants  already  in  operation.  If  it  takes 
financing,  loans  may  be  obtained  through  the  Bank  for  Cooperatives  or  through  the 
Farm  Security  Administration;  the  government  will  take  title  to  the  slants  and  in 
turn  will  lease  them  to  the  operating  organizations.  Other  details  of  the  plan  are 
available  from  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Administrator. 


The  second  item  is  concerned  with  goals  for  increased  output  of  canned 
vegetables  in  1942.   For  Lend-Lease  shipment  to  Britain,  the  Federal  government  plans 
tc  buy  canned  tomatoes  and  canned  peas  out  of  the  1942  pack,  and  the  goals  as 
announced  on  Friday  call  for  about  one  quarter  more  canned  tomatoes,  and  one-third 
more  canned  peas  than  were  packed  in  1941.   To  obtain  this  increase,  the  government 
offers  to  buy  these  two  canned  foods  at  assured  prices  to  the  canners;  but  the  plan 
goes  further:   The  canners  who  sell  to  the  government  must  pay  tomato  growers  at 
least  five  dollars  a  ton  more  than,  was  paid  in  1940,  and  must  contract  for  peas  at 
nrices  qS17.50  a  ton  above  the  1940  payment.   In  order  for  a  canner  to  be  able  to 
sell  his  products  to  the  government  the  State  USDA  defense  board  must  certify  that 
the  canner  made  these  increased  payments  to  the  grower.   The  objective  is  to  bring 
about  an  increase  in  production  of  tomatoes  and  peas  which  will  use  all  the  canning 
facilities  of  the  nation  to  full  capacity;  the  certification  of  the  rate  of  payment 
is  made  part  of  the  plan  as  an  assurance  to  growers  that  they  will  be  paid  for  their 
efforts  to  meet  the  national  need. 


The  third  story  is  perhaps  the  most  heartening  account  of  the  year.  It's  a 
report  on  our  food  supply  as  1941  draws  to  a  close.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
reports  that  the  nation  has  more  food  on  hand  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  history. 

(over) 


_  2  - 

Good  crops  in  1941  and  large  supplies  in  the  3ver-Normal  Granary  from  previous  years 
give  us  record  supplies  of  food  for  humans,  and  feed  for  animals.   The  population 
of  farm  animals  is  estimated  to  be  about  5  per  cent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and 
under  the  plan  for  increased  production  in  1942  it  probpbly  will  become  still 
larger  as  1942  progresses. 

The  American  people  have  eaten  a  little  more  food  per  person  in  1941  than 
they  did  in  1940.  More  dairy  products,  more  vegetables,  more  citrus  fruit;  and 
more  sugar;  not  so  many  potatoes  or  apples;  a  little  more  beef,  but  not  so  much  pork; 
more  chicken  meat and  about  the  same  number  of  eggs. 

The  stocks  of  many  commodities wheat  and  corn  for  example have  been  in- 
creased greatly  because  exports  have  been  shut  off  by  the  war,  while  production  in 
the  last  two  years  has  continued  at  about  the  same  rate.   In. the  case  of  wheat, 
growing  conditions  were  unusually  favorable  in  most  wheat  growing  areas,  yields 
were  high  ,  and  the  1941  wheat  crop  was  next  to  the  largest  on  record. 

V/e'll  need  the  large  stocks  of  corn  on  hand  for  the  increased  production  of 
livestock  and  livestock  products  planned  for  1942.   There  are  large  supplies  of., 
dairy  products  on  hand,  which  \iill   be  needed  for  use  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  supply  of  fats  and  oils  of  all  kinds  is  very  large  at  the  present  time, 
but  the  requirements  during  the  next  year  also  will  be  large.   It  is  expected  that 
the  demand  at  home  will  be  increased  somewhat,  and  we  plan  to  make  heavy  shipments 
of  lard  to  Britain.  At  the  same  time,  the  imports  of  palm,  olive,  coconut,  and 
other  oils  may  be  interfered  with  by  the  war  in  both  oceans.   The  1942  food  pro- 
duction goals  call  for  big  increases  in  the  oil-yielding  crops,  so  the  supplies  may 
not  be  depleted. 

The  exports  of  American  foods  during  1941  increased  somewhat  over  1940,  largely 
because  of  the  Lend-Lease  shipments.  Imports  also  went  up,  as  a  result  of  increased 
trade  with  Latin  American  countries.   Shipping  arrangements  have  been  made  to  in- 
sure our  supplies  of  sugar  from  Cuba,  and  cocoa  and  coffee  from  Latin  America. 

The  food  situation  might  be  summed  utd  this  way:   We  have  plenty  of  food  on 

hand  at  the  present  time plenty  for  ourselves  and  enough  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 

allies;  furthermore,  the  nation's  farmers  are  planning  still  higher  production  in 
1942,  to  make  certain  that  we  continue  to  have  plenty. 
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